Is My Child Ready for Kindergarten?

Starting kindergarten is an exciting milestone, but it's also one of the biggest transitions in a

child's life. It's normal to wonder whether your child is ready. The good news is that children

enter kindergarten with many different strengths, and kindergarten teachers expect them to
continue learning and growing throughout the year.

Ohio's Kindergarten Age Requirement
Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, Ohio law (House Bill 114) requires children to be 5
years old on or before the first official day of school in their district to enroll in kindergarten.
Because school start dates vary from district to district, it's important to check your local school
district's calendar to determine eligibility. Families also have the option to wait and enroll their
child in kindergarten at age 6 if they feel that is the best choice for their child.

Readiness Is About More Than Academics
Many parents worry about whether their child knows enough letters, numbers, or sight words.
While these skills are helpful, kindergarten readiness is really about the whole child.
Children are developing readiness when they are beginning to:
Communicate their needs and ideas.
Follow simple directions and classroom routines.
Play and work with other children.
Manage everyday tasks like using the restroom and opening their lunch.
Stay with an activity for short periods of time.
Ask for help when they need it.
Show curiosity and a willingness to try new things.

What If | Have Concerns?

If you have questions about whether your child is ready for kindergarten, don't hesitate to ask.
Your child's preschool teacher, pediatrician, and local school district can all help you better
understand your child's strengths and identify skills to continue practicing.

Many school districts also offer kindergarten registration events, orientations, screenings, or
opportunities to ask questions before school begins. Contact your local district to learn what
resources are available for your family.

Every Child's Journey Is Different
Choosing when to start kindergarten is an important family decision. Some children are eager for
a new challenge, while others may benefit from another year to grow socially, emotionally, or
physically. There is no "perfect" birthday or "perfect" timeline, only the decision that is right for
your child.

If you're unsure, gather information, talk with professionals who know your child, and work with
your local school district to make the decision with confidence.



